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Peter Maher‘06
Recipient of  the 2010 Robert Elliott ‘40 Alumni Award

Alumnus Spotlight
B y  R i c h  M e y e R ,  D i R e c t o R  o f  A l u M n i  A f fA i R s

Each year, an alumnus receives the Robert Elliott ‘40 
Alumni Award  - Named in honor of  Bob Elliott, alumnus, 
former Board member, and dedicated supporter of  Hillside. 
It is given to the alumnus who has consistently given back 
to the school and lived an honorable life.  This year’s winner 
was Peter Maher, class of  2006, a young man who embodies 
everything for which this award stands.

Peter arrived at Hillside in the fall of  2002 as a 6th grader 
who, by his own admission, had a 
lot of  growing up to do.  It didn’t 
take long for Peter to rise to the 
challenge, and he soon began to 
thrive on the structure that Hillside 
provided.  He credits Hillside 
with giving him the planning and 
organizational skills he continues 
to rely on today as he leads his 
incredibly busy life.  While at 
Hillside he joined the cross-country 
team, and he now runs an average 
of  25-30 miles a week.  By the time 
he graduated, Peter was recognized 
as one of  the leaders among his 
peers and was the recipient of  the 
2006 Royal E. Patriquin, Jr. Prize 
for his improvement during his 
career at Hillside.

Following Hillside, Peter attended 
Kimball Union Academy (KUA) 
in New Hampshire.  At KUA, Peter 
became involved with two programs 
that would lay the foundation for his future endeavors.  
First, he joined KUA’s Mountain Biking and Cycling 
teams, two very competitive programs that gave him the 
opportunity to ride through New Hampshire and Vermont.  

Commenting on this experience, Peter noted, “Competing 
on these teams made me stronger in every way both 
physically and mentally.”  

Second, he joined the Kimball Union Fire Squad, a 
program in which students work jointly with the local 
Fire Department.  In his junior year, recognizing the 
financial needs of  the program, Peter organized and lead a 
fundraising campaign which raised over $8500.

Through these experiences, Peter 
embodied the spirit of  doing things 
to help other people. Following 
his junior year at KUA, he decided 
to use his cycling skills in an even 
larger fundraising endeavor.  Peter 
announced that he would ride his 
bike across the country - from 
Seattle to Boston - to raise money 
for the Beverly School in Kenya.  
The Beverly School serves some 
of  that country’s poorest children, 
many of  whom have lost, or are 
at risk for, losing parents to AIDS. 
Peter rode his bike 3800 miles in 50 
days and raised over $55,000 for the 
school, which is one that his father, 
Tom Maher, helped establish.

Peter is now entering his 
sophomore year at Hamilton 
College in Clinton, NY.  He is 
planning to double major in 

government and psychology and would like to have a career 
in law enforcement.  Towards that end, he is engaged in 
a couple of  internships this summer. One with a state 
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Peter Maher ‘06 at Westminster Abbey during 
his college semester abroad in London.



Throughout the past two fiscal years, 
Hillside School’s Annual Fund 

Campaign has received record levels of  support from our 
generous donors. Our donors – parents, trustees, former parents, 

alumni, Daughters of  the American Revolution, friends, grandparents, 
foundations, employees, corporations and students – have provided the 

school with remarkable financial support that has helped Hillside to remain 
dedicated to our noble mission of  offering an excellent educational experience for 

middle school boys from all over the world. As we enter into the 2010-2011 fiscal year, 
it is our sincere hope that we will again be able to achieve a record level of  financial support 

so that we can continue to advance our mission and enhance and strengthen our programs that 
support the educational experience that we are able to offer our students.

Donations to the Annual Fund act very much like the funds in a personal checking account – with 
the money that is placed in the account becoming available for the day to day operations of  the school. 

Hillside, like all private independent schools, relies on the Annual Fund for approximately 10% of  its annual 
operating budget. To ensure that Hillside’s students have the best possible educational experience, it is essential 

that our Annual Fund goal is met by the end of  the fiscal year. The sooner our goal is met, the more flexibility 
we have to identify our most pressing needs and address them in a timely manner. 

Increasing participation in the Annual Fund Campaign is the best way for the school to meet its fundraising 
goal, which is set this year at $525,000. Last year, Hillside’s Annual Fund benefitted greatly from increased parent 

participation (up 21% to a record high 52%) and employee participation (up 18% to a record high 93%). As the old 
English proverb goes, “many hands make light work,” the expression very much holds true in reaching the school’s 

fundraising goals – the greater participation we have, the easier it will be to meet our goal.

Every gift makes a difference and gifts of  any and all sizes are welcome. Please help us continue to make a difference in 
the educational lives of  Hillside’s boys. To make a donation on-line, please visit: www.hillsideschool.net/giving.htm 

and fill out the on-line donation form. Thank you for helping to advance Hillside 
School! 
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law enforcement agency and the other in Washington, DC where he has 
had the privilege of  meeting some of  the top people in serveral major law 
enforcement agencies.

He enjoys being a college student and becoming involved with the many 
activities on campus.  This fall, Peter will be rowing for Hamilton’s Crew 
Team, but that does not mean that he is any less involved with helping 
others.  As a freshman at Hamilton, he joined the Clinton Fire Department 
and Central Oneida County Volunteer Ambulance Corps and he intends to 
continue this commitment during the upcoming year.

Peter has many fond memories of  his time at Hillside and of  the connections 
that he made.  Peter’s dedication to helping others and his determination to 
give back to his community is something of  which we can all be proud, and it 
can serve as an example for all of  us. 

Joe Cohen ‘12 and his father, Phil 
Cohen, enjoy the Annual Spring Fling 
auction, which benefits Hillside.


