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Hillsideõs 

  ~ Global Club ~President Diego Selem Garcia &      
Vice President s Albert  Zhang & Hyun Ho Kim  

This club was created to foster a continued strong 

connection between our international students and 

American students and faculty. We are intent on 

sharing our international cultures with the Hillside 

population as well as learning about other cultures.  

 



 

¶  Nagoya Castle destroyed in WWII and rebuilt (1959) 

¶  Home to auto-making giants Toyota and Honda 

¶  Many subway signs are in Portuguese 

 

Nagoya, Japan  

           Nagoya Castle  

Sightseeing  
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     Nagoya, Japan  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nagoya is the capital of Japanôs 
Aichi Prefecture and fifth largest 

city in the country. It is situated on 

Ise Bay between Tokyo and Osaka 

on Japanôs main island, Honshu. 

Thanks to its proximity to the 

Pacific Ocean, Nagoya has become 

Japanôs busiest port and ranks as 

one of the countryôs most 

important manufacturing sites. The 

city has a population of 2.2 million 

inhabitants and continues to 

develop as a vibrant center of 

commerce, culture, and education. 

Nagoya also boasts a magnificent 

skyline with many splendid 

landmarks and historical sites. 

Nagoya has played a significant 

role in Japanese history, as the main 

city on the Nobi Plain. The 

ceramics industry was established 

here in the 12
th
 century and has 

become an unexpected tourist 

attraction thanks to its many 

workshops and factory tours offered 

to the public. In the 17
th
 century, 

construction began on Nagoya 

Castle. It serves as a magnificent 

structure and the city of Nagoya 

developed around it. Today, 

Nagoya is a thriving, modern 

metropolis and the city expands for 

miles in all directions from the 

castle. In fact, as one enters Nagoya 

on the shinkansen (bullet train), one 

gets a sense for the vastness of the 

city. Today, Nagoya is an 

excellent city to visit because of its 

exceptional network of wide, 

modern streets, first-rate 

museums, world class art galleries, 

and historic temples. 

Some great sites to visit include: 

Osu Kannon (hip area known for 

its flea markets and electronic 

stores), Sakae District (fashion 

center), Atsuta Shrine (contains 

many sacred national treasures), 

Toganji Temple (home to Daibutu, 

15 meter Buddha statue), and 

much more. If youôre ever over in 

the Land of the Rising Sun, 

purchase a ticket to Nagoya. You 

wonôt regret it!  
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  Cool Facts about Nagoya 
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          J oy Adamson and her beloved , Elsa the lioness  

  I  recall as a child being moved by the Born Free TV series in which a 

British couple raise an orphaned lion cub named Elsa, and eventually 

release her into the African wilderness. As the story ended, there was an 

image of Elsa and another lion, as well as three cubs, on a rock while the 

couple looked on in sadness from a jeep. The music Born Free started to 

play and the credits rolled as it was to be the last time these two would see 

their beloved Elsa. It always made me tear up a bit, but I never really knew 

the story behind it, until now! What I thought was a fiction is actually 

based on a real story. It begins in Kenya in 1956 when George Adamson, a 

British wildlife conservationist and game warden, was forced to kill a 

lioness that was charging towards him. After he shoots the lioness, 

Adamson realizes that it was a mama trying to protect her three young 

cubs. George feels guilty and vows to take care of the little ones. He brings 

home the orphaned cubs (4 days old) and, along with his wife, Joy, raises 

them. As the lions grow, they send the largest two to the Rotterdam Zoo 

while the smallest of the litter, Elsa (Joyôs favorite), remains with the 

Adamsonôs. The Adamsonôs bonded with Elsa and loved her dearly as if 

she was their child. In itself this plot doesnôt sound overly remarkable, but 

it had a profound effect on the rest of the world as Elsaôs story, told 

through Born Free, changed the way people perceived lions. They were 

previously thought to be wild beasts that were unfeeling, killing machines. 

But George and Joy showed the world that, given love and respect, lions 

are capable of a far wider range of behaviors than typically believed. The 

Adamsonôs relationship with Elsa demonstrated that lions are capable of 

trust, friendship, and love. The Adamsonôs reared Elsa, training her to 

survive on her own. She was eventually released into the wild and although 

George and Joy would get periodic sightings of her, she lived the life of a 

free lioness. Incredibly, when she was three, Elsa brought her own cubs to 

the Reserve to show George and Joy. Elsaôs life was cut short in 1956 by 

Babesia felis (a tick born blood disease). She was buried in Meru National 

Park. A makeshift tombstone bearing the inscription ñElsa Jan. 1956 to Jan. 

1961ò marks her grave. As for George and Joy, they were warned by many 

to stay away from lions and that they would eventually be killed. They 

were! But not by the lions they worked with; Joy was murdered by a 

disgruntled employee and George was murdered years later by poachers. 

 

               

 

   Elsa the Born Free Lioness  
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         George Adamson and Elsa 

 

        Joy and the orphaned cubs 

                   True Love 
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The International Café was in full swing on 

Friday February 24
th
 as we celebrated 

Switzerland with Ms. Gustofsonôs outrageous 

creamy hot chocolate and mouthwatering 

chocolate chip cookies. The boys piled into the 

Café. President Yu read the introductory 

remarks then the boys lined up to get a cup of 

piping hot chocolate with whipped cream, 

marshmallows, and sprinkles. Warm homemade 

cookies were quickly scooped up and shoveled 

down. Tyler Bloomfield held a trivia session and 

Cooper Frandina won the Most Enthusiastic 

Participant Award and a free pass to the next 

Caf®. Next, weôll be celebrating Brazil with Pao 

de Queijo (cheese bread).If you are interested in 

signing up, please send an email to Mr. Brown 

mbrown@hillsideschool.net after our Tuesday 

announcement at Morning Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

           Big crowd  

            Switzerland 

       
  International Café  
 

 Febru ary  

mailto:mbrown@hillsideschool.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Y98M2zbO7Uq1gM&tbnid=vcigtmyWKMJYKM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.cartoonaday.com/2013/01/&ei=unk0VJeZFcjesAT_kILwDA&bvm=bv.76943099,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHFGh1LPlPx5drJbrqs3pzZlDeMLg&ust=1412811553115574


 

 

 

                                                     Luke Steere  
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Luke Steere is that young, 

straight as an arrow guy who looks 

a little like ñJimò from The Office. 

If you could imagine Jim 

surrounded by books, listening to 

legendary rock, watching 

international films, and getting 

existential at times, then you might 

have an accurate image of Mr. 

Steere. He is our Head Librarian,  

an iLab advisor, teaches Seventh 

Grade English, coaches Thirds 

soccer, and is a dorm parent at 

Whittemore. He also contributes an 

International Reading Review and 

iLab Update page to the Global 

Gazette each month and is the 

popular host of Reading Rewards at 

Friday lunch. That sounds like a lot 

but if your name is Luke Steere, our 

resident Jack of All Trades, thatôs 

just what you do. 

Mr. Steere was born in 

Providence, Rhode Island but grew 

up in nearby Hudson. His father is a 

construction worker who owns 

Steere Contracting Coporation, a 

business initially started by Lukeôs 

grandfather in the 1960s. His 

mother teaches special needs 

children which is perhaps where 

Luke got his inspiration to be an 

educator. Mr. Steere also has two 

younger brothers, Pete (26) and 

James (23). Pete is a math teacher 

and James works at a bakery. 

Mr. Steere has traveled abroad to 

Spain and Mexico. Heôs also lived 

in Baltimore, Maryland and 

Eugene, Oregon. When asked why 

he chose these unique locations, he 

answers that ñthey are very relaxed 

and these societies put value on 

spending time well, especially 

down time.ò It is quite obvious after 

meeting Mr. Steere that he is a man 

  

 

  Mr. Luke Steere  

who enjoys life and the little things 

that make it pleasurable. 

 Mr. Steere came to Hillside in the 

summer of 2015. Hillside was 

looking for a head librarian and 

someone who could teach English. 

Luke Steere fit the bill perfectly. 

He came in receiving rave reviews 

from interviewers and Hillside has 

not looked back since. Mr. Steere 

has been a superior edition to our 

community. The kids enjoy his 

classes and the faculty admires him 

for his easy-going way and 

collaborative spirit. 

In his free time, Mr. Steere plays 

the drums and skateboards. He 

reads anything and everything. Mr. 

Steere has a quick wit, a warm 

personality, and is just downright 

interesting to talk to. Weôre hoping 

to hold onto him for a long time. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

                       

 

 

Cool Facts about Mr. Steere 
 

¶ Last job was as a food journalist in New Hampshire  
¶ Mother was born in Canada & became US citizen in 2011  
¶ Along with friends, built a concrete skate -park in Hudson  


