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~ Global Club  ~ 

This club was created to foster a continued strong 

connection between our international students and 

American students and faculty. We are intent on 

sharing our international cultures with the Hillside 

population as well as learning about other cultures.  

 

  

 

Happy New Year  



Cool Facts about Kenya  

Å Kenya only has 2 seasons: the rainy and dry  

Å Kenya is named after òMount Kenyaó the 2nd  highest 

mountain in Africa.  

Å English and Kiswahili are Kenyaõs official languages 

Nairobi skyline  

Mt. Kenya  

Sightseeing  
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Nairobi, Kenya  
òKenya is up 

and running 

again. 

Kenya is 

ready to do 

business.ó 

Raila Odinga  

 

 

 

Nairobi  is one of Africa's major 

cities: the UN's fourth "World 

Centre", East Africa's 

commercial hub, and a 

significant capital in its own 

right, with a population of 

between a million and a half 

and three million, depending on 

how big an area you include.  

 Some  of East Africa's busiest 

clubs and best bands are 

located in this vibrant African 

city. If you enjoy an electric 

nightlife then this is a good 

place to visit. Most travelers stay 

long enough to visit the National 

Museum and make travel plans, 

before movin g on. However, this 

city has a lot to offer and is 

worth exploring.  

 If you're interested in getting to 

know the real Kenya, Nairobi is 

as compelling a place as any 

and displays enormous vitality 

and buzz. The controlling ethos 

is commerce rather than 

community, and there's an 

almost willful superficiality in 

the free -for-all of commuters, 

shoppers, police, hustlers and 

tourists. It's hard to imagine a 

city with a more fascinating 

variety of people, mostly 

immigrants from rural area s. 

If you plan to stay for any 

length of time, dive into this 

fascinating city before 

exploring the safaris of Kenya. 

With the right attitude and an 

open mind, Nairobi is a true 

experience of raw Africa. Get 

to learn African customs, 

ways of life, culinary  treats; 

you wonõt be disappointed. 



Chinese New Year  

Chinese Lunar Calendar  

Holidays  

Cool Facts about Chinese New Year  

¶ A complete cycle of the Chinese lunar calendar takes 60 

years  

¶ According to superstition you must clean your house 

thoroughly to sweep away misfortune  

¶ Shooting fireworks on New Year's Eve scares away the old 

year  
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Hillside students celebrate  

 The Chinese Lunar New Year is 

the longest chronological 

record in history dating from 

2600 BC, when the Emperor 

Huang Ti introduced the 1 st 

cycle of the Zodiac. Like the 

Western calendar, the Chinese 

Lunar Calendar is a yearly one, 

with the start of the Lunar  New 

Year being based on the cycles 

of the moon. Therefore, the 

beginning of the year can fall 

anywhere between late 

January and the middle of 

February. This year it falls on 

February 12 th. A complete cycle 

takes 60 years to complete and 

is made up of 5 cy cles of 12 

years each.  

  The Chinese Lunar Calendar 

names each of the 12 years 

after an animal. Legend has it 

that Buddha summoned all of 

the animals to come to him 

before his death. Only 12 

showed up, so he named a 

year after each one. the order 

ñLife is like a 
book, each day 
has a new page, 
with adventures 
to tell, lessons 

to learn and 
tales on good 

deed to 
rememberò. 

 

that they  arrived. The Chinese 

believe that the animal ruling 

the year a person is born has a 

profound effect on their 

personality saying òThis is the 

animal that hides in your heartó. 

 

 

Chinese Lunar New Year 

 



Ping Pong Craze  
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Have you ever seen a group 

of kids like ping pong so much? 

Every snack time and lunch 

recess, there is a mad dash to 

the ATL lounge to pick up a 

paddle and play. It used to be 

the case that ping pong lovers 

like me and some of the other 

faculty members had a hard 

time finding someone to hit the 

ball around with. That problem 

doesnõt exist these days. In fact, 

now itõs hard to get a game in 

with the massive lineups.  

 The current rules state that the 

winner stays on the table. Most 

games go to seven and a 

player has to win by 2 points. 

Some of the Hillside students 

who have been bitten by the 

ping pong bug inc lude: Aly 

Kandeel, Ryan Bottis, Christian 

Thomas, Willy Terwedow, 

Harrison Dalsass, Michael 

Clinton, MinWoo Kim, Isaiah 

Holmes, and others.  

At the risk of starting a 

whirlwind of controversy, this 

reporter has some unofficial 

rankings. Players who have 

bee n shortchanged in this poll 

will just have to bear down, dig 

in their heels, and try to knock 

off these top dawgs.  

 

 Notables:  

Best serve: David Cha mbers  

Best forehand: HoBin Kim 

Best spin: Willy Terwedow  

Best Fist Pump: Rafael Martin  

Best Smash: Aly Kandeel   

Best in the School: Mr. Osae 

and Mr. Evans (sorry guys!)  

Cool Facts about  Ping Pong  
 

¶Ping Pong became an Olympic sport in 1988 in Seoul  

¶The game used to be called ôFlim-Flamõ 

¶Game started in England in the 1890s on a dining  room 

table  

 

 

Top 5 at Hillside  
1. HoBin Kim  

2. Michael Clinton  

3. Ryan Bottis  

4. Connor Gray  

5. Rafael Martin  

Ping Pong Craze Hits Hillside 



J.T. Cho , Aiden Yoo, John  Rao, and Shane Cheon  

Whatõs New? 
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Mr. Griffin (English)  

  

 

  

Mr. Anderson (Science)  

 

Miss Howatt (History)  
 

 

  

     

Pengkai Zhao  

              Brian Li 

Andrew Jang  

 

 
 

New Kids on the Block 

                        New Faculty 



Cool Facts about ESL  

Å English has òspecial statusó in at least 75 countries. 

Å There are roughly 375 million native English speakers 

and 375 million ESL speakers.  

Å over  2/3rds of the worldõs scientists read in English. 

 

Explore the world of ESL  

In the ESL Classroom 
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Just what goes on in an ESL 

classroom? Besides reading, 

writing, speaking, and 

listening fundamentals, ESL 

learners this term have been 

studying from some of the 

classics. 

The Beginner ESL students 

have been reading from a 

cultural reader called òAll 

About the  USAó. 

The Intermediate ESL class  

has dived head first into John 

Steinbeckõs classic novel òOf 

Mice and Menó. The boys 

have been following Lenny 

and George on their journey 

through the hills of California 

during the great Depression.  

The Advanced ESL class  has 

been reading from one of the 

Thereõs a lot going 

on in the ESL 

classroomé 

writing, reading, 

speaking, 

listening, 

vocabulary, 

grammar and so 

much more.  

all -time great Charles 

Dickenõs  novels òA Christmas 

Caroló. The boys are learning 

about how old man Scrooge  

In the ESL Classroom  

 

 

 

changed his stingy ways.  

 

 The kids are having a lot of 

fun. Please feel free to drop 

by and watch us in action.  



Cool Facts about Mr. Worrall  

Å Mr. Worrall has a vacation home on an Island in Maine 

Å Mr. Worrall drives a Harley Davidson  

Å Mr. Worrall grew up in Philadelphia  

                                                                                                   

Mr. Worrall back in the day  

The Faculty  
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 Ernest Borgnine with a lesson 

planner. Thatõs what you 

might think when you first 

meet this gruff talking, silvery -

haired, Harley Davidson ð

riding administrator. Harry 

Worrallõs got moxie. Heõs 

candid, down -to -Earth, and 

shoots from the hip. But 

whatõs more important is that 

although Mr. Worrall might 

strike you as a street savvy 

New York cop from the  old 

neighborhood, this Ernest 

Borgnine clone has a heart of 

gold. Heõs made a life out of 

working with kids and with his 

tough talking wit -filled 

rhetoric,  nobody connects 

with them better. In fact,  

Mr. Worrallõs motto is óthe 

more you can connect with 

kids, the better you can 

teach themó. 

 

 Born Charles Harrison Worrall   

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Worrall has made a 

career teaching and 

administrating  in private 

schools. When asked who his 

Worrallõs World 

hero is Mr. Worrall responded 

òmy father who was an 

educator himself and a 

champion of the underdogó. 

 

 Mr. Worrall  has a vacation 

home on North Haven Island 

off the coast of Maine where 

his family has been 

vacationi ng for years. There 

in the summer he kicks off his 

boots, reclines on a chair, 

folds his hands behind his 

head, and watches the sun 

go down.  Ah yes Mr. Worrall, 

itõs been a meaningful life 

well -lived hasnõt  it?  

òThe more 

you know 

about kids, 

the more 

you can 

reach 

themó.  



     Russia 

Spotlight éStuden t Profiles  
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Nick is not yet sure what he 

wants to do in the future. 

After all, he is only in middle 

school and I think most of us 

had no idea about making a 

career choice at that age. 

However, Nick has a lot to be 

proud of with respect to his 

time at Hillside. He has 

developed as a student, 

athlete, and as a person 

while being here. Heõs a more 

confident, controlled, and 

self-assured young man, while 

still retaining that passion 

which ha s been his defining 

characteristic. Hats off to you 

Nick! Keep on keepinõ on. 

He can be seen around 

campus with those  likeable 

twins, the Brown brothers, 

Alex and Teddy. They form a 

trio and happily make their 

ways around the halls of 

Hillside. Whenever I see them 

they want to talk about the 

Yeti, or DB Cooper, or the 

Loch Ness Monster. Theyõre 

intrigued by those wonderf ul 

mysteries that spark the 

imaginations of middle school 

boys. Itõs great to see. 

Nick Goguen is a Hillside 

student who was originally 

born in that frozen massive 

country on the other side of 

the world, Russia. Born in 

Russia and now living in the 

USA? Wow! What a world. 

Weõre certainly living in a 

unique era when human 

beings have the chance to 

experience this wonderful 

diversity of geography and 

life in general. Nick is a 

product of that diverse 

opportunity and he is making 

the most of his time here at 

Hillside. 

Nick is a member of the JV 

basketball team. He has 

been a tenacious, unsel fish, 

and hard -working member of 

what I like to affectionately 

refer to as the Baby Bulldogs 

who, are the metaphorical 

younger little brothers of 

those grown varsity canines 

you see slamming and 

Nicholas Goguen  

jamming their way to win after 

win. Although the wins arenõt 

as frequent in JV basketball, 

the Nick Goguens of the 

world just keep putting on 

their hard hats and going to 

work day after day. This kid is 

tough on the boards and a 

passionate player.  

Speaking of passion, this 

young man has a whole lot of 

that. He loves archery, is an 

avid mystery lover, thrives on 

ping pong, and perpetually 

greets people with a big ole 

smile and a firm hand shake. 

Nick is full of energy.  



New York City  

Spotlight é Studen t Profiles  

                  Nick and Po  
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about it, the more it started to 

make sense. Nick reminds me 

of that loveable character 

òPoó from the movie Kung Fu 

Panda. Some might snicker 

at this comparison, but look 

at it this way. Po is an 

energetic and fun -loving 

panda who endears himself 

to the Furious Five kung fu 

masters through his good 

humor, tenacity, and affable 

 

nature. At first, Po is all too 

òhumanó and wrestles with his 

human fallibilities. When 

motivated and encouraged, 

Po is capable of tremendous 

feats. Through hard work, a 

good heart, and an infectious 

personality, NickéerrréI 

mean Po not only perseveres, 

but earns the respect of the 

Five as a tru e Kung Fu  master 

who brings peace to the 

valley.  

Nick Rivera   is no panda, but 

his story is similar to Poõs. He 

has grown while being here 

at Hillside, brought peace to 

this campus and a bit of that 

Po magic to everyone he has 

come across.  

mother, young Nick responds 

that she always encourages 

him to wo rk hard at whatever 

he is doing. And since being 

here at Hillside this kid from 

the big city sure has worked 

hard. He tries his best in the 

classroom, the dormitory, and 

out on the basketball court. 

This is one of the big reasons 

why, in my mind, thisyoung  

man from the big city will be 

a big success in the future.  

When  interviewing Nick he 

made the point that he loves  

pandas. The more I thought 

 Nicholas Rivera  has a 

friendly disposition, a lot of 

friends on campus, a hearty 

laugh, and a great smile. He 

loves basketball and can be 

seen in the gym playing it 

with his buddies at recess, in 

full dress code of course. He 

likes Asian food, shrimp, 

sports, and has the  greatest 

collection of bright, classy 

dress shirts and ties that youõll 

ever see.  

Nick  comes from New York 

City.  His mother Tracy works 

at a mental health facility in 

the city and treats the 

physically handicapped as 

well. She picks him up at JFK 

airport  during vacations. If 

youõve ever met her, youõd 

know where Nick gets that 

easy going nature. Not only is 

she Nickõs mother, she also 

happens to be his role model 

as well. When asked why your 

Nick Rivera  

 



Seoul, South Korea  

Spotlight é Studen t Profiles  

 

Daniel Kwak  
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in mid -sentence while being 

approximately 3 inches away 

from my face and said òMr. 

Brown you have one eye 

bigger than the otheró. There 

was a brief pause, a slight 

shock, then laughter from 

both me and the other kids in 

the room. In es sence, Daniel 

 

in his own unpredictable and 

unique way, did what he has 

been doing here for 2 years; 

turning  the occasional 

pretentious moment into a 

light -hearted instance of 

blunt honesty.  

It is the opinion of this 

reporter, that young Daniel, 

will cont inue to make a lifeõs 

work of doing this, just by 

being Daniel Kwak and, in 

the process, show us all the 

value and courage of what it 

truly means to just be yourself. 

Daniel has learned many 

lessons here, but he has also 

taught us some too!  

has built himself a nice 

reputation here at Hillside 

and has constructed a solid 

foundation for himself for his  

future.  

 One evening when 

engaged in a minor dispute 

with Daniel over the 

condition of his dorm room, in 

the middle of my rather 

overly serious narrative about 

the general untidiness of his 

room and the merits of  

responsibility, in true Daniel 

Kwak styl e, he interrupted me 

The Big D! Jae Hyun òDanieló 

Kwak , a native of Seoul, 

South Korea came to us last 

year. Heõs energetic, 

intelligent, refreshingly honest, 

and playful. This Hillside 

teenager has come a long 

way since first coming to us in 

2011. Heõs grown as a person, 

has blended in nicely with our 

studen t population, and has 

carved a nice niche for 

himself here on Bulldog  

campus.  

 Daniel  is a resident of Maher 

House. He is a noodle eating 

machine, a pacer in the halls, 

and is not afraid to voice his 

opinion or be himself. He has 

studied English for many y ears 

and is virtually fluent. He is a 

good student and ultimately, 

after he graduates from 

college, he wants to be an 

architect. Why not? Daniel 

Daniel Kwak  



Monterey, Mexico  

Spotlight é Studen t Profiles  
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Pablo Apess Peña  

Pablo Apess Peña  is a 

Mexican national with a 

wonderful speaking voice, a 

large vocabulary, a 

tremendous imagination, and 

a passion for reading. In his 

spare time, you can always 

see Pablo engrossed in a 

novel. This is a qualitythat is 

seen far too infrequently in 

this moder n era of high 

speed internet connections, 

social media, You Tube clips, 

and in general, the fast 

paced culture of immediate 

gratification that has 

engulfed our society. What 

ever happened to sitting 

down, taking your time, and 

working your way through a 

no vel? By the way, this 

reporter is no exception to 

this multi -second high tech 

world of having to be 

constantly stimulated at 

breakneck speed.  

So, Pablo you are unique. 

But, who are you besides 

hardest thing about coming 

to Hillside was leaving these 

lov ing relatives. Nevertheless, 

he enjoys Hillside and has 

made many friends here. 

And in working hard and 

making a smooth transition to 

life here in America it is no 

doubt that he has made his 

grandfather and family 

proud.  

When Pablo is grown up he 

hopes to  someday be a 

lawyer. Well, his work ethic, 

fluency, and love of reading 

will certainly come in handy. 

If he chooses to do 

something else, based on his 

tremendous imagination and 

performance in ESL class, I 

would recommend pursuing 

writing and becoming a 

novelist. Pablo comes up with 

the best stories youõll ever 

want to read whenever there 

is a creative writing exercise.  

In the final analysis, Pablo 

will likely return to the loving 

confines of his hometown of 

Monterey, Mexico, his family, 

and friends, and live a happy 

and prosperous life. Thank 

you Pablo for coming into our 

lives and spreading your 

happiness here at Hillside.  

 

being a patient reader and 

good student? Well, Pablo 

was born i n Monterey, 

Mexico. He likes sports and is 

particularly good at soccer. 

He loves Mexican food, but 

also is a fan of American 

hamburgers as well. His father 

Camilo works as an insurance 

agent and his mother Adriana 

sells properties along with 

Pabloõs hero and grandfather 

Leobardo. I personally 

remember Pablo telling me 

earlier in the year that he 

wants to make his 

grandfather proud. As you 

may tell, Pablo is very close to 

his family and he says the 



Foods f rom Abroad  

Casado  

Tempura  

Danshui  

Lasopy  
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Casado  is a Spanish term that means 'married', and 

that is exactly what the plate is; a marriage of basic 

features for a complete meal. There are always rice, 

beans and a salad and usually fried bananas and 

tortillas as well. All that is left to order is the type o f 

meat you want. So, if you happen to be in this 

fascinating country and want a delicious traditional 

Costa Rican dish, try the casado.  

From Costa Rico  

From Japan  
Tempura is a delicious Japanese dish of seafood or 

vegetables that have been battered and deep fried. It 

is a classic food in Japan. What is not well known about 

this so-called typical Japanese dish is that in actual fact 

it was introduced centuries ago by Europeans living in 

Japan - the Spanish and Portug uese who established 

missions in southern Japan in the late sixteenth century.  

From Taiwan  
Danshui is deep fried tofu that has been stuffed with 

crystal noodles and sealed with fish paste and drizzled 

with spicy sauce on the outside. The Danshui fish ball is 

found near the ocean. It is a ball of fish paste stuffed 

with meat and garlic cooked in light br oth.The next 

time you are in Taiwan, you must try the danshui.  

From Madagascar  
Lasopy is truly a great soup; loaded with vitamins 

and minerals and low in calories. Any combination of 

fresh vegetables and meat bones may be used, but 

do not add pulses (dried beans, peas, and lentils). Nor 

is potato, rice, or any other starchy vegetable in the  

Lasopy, which is a true vegetable puree simply 

flavored with meat bones. Give it a try, youõll love it. 

 

 

 



Mysteries from Abroad  

The Beast of Gévaudan  

Easter Island  
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The Beast of Gévaudan  is a name given to a 
maneating - like animal alleged to have terrorized 

the former province of Gevaudan, France from 

1764 to 1767 . The beast was consistently 
described by eyewitnesses as having formidable 

teeth and an immense tail. The fur had a reddish 
tinge, and was said to have emitt ed an unbearable 

odor.  It is believed that there were 210 human 

attacks, resulting in 113  deaths and 49 injuries. . An enormous amount of 

manpower and resources was used in the hunting of the animal, including the 
army, conscripted civilians, several nobles, and a number of royal huntsmen. 

The killing of the beast is credited to a French hunter na med Jean Chastel who is 
said to have killed it with a silver bullet.  

Easter Island , also known as Rapa Nui, is remotely located 2,000 miles off 

the coast of Tahiti. The original settlers of the island were Polynesians who 
migrated to the far -off land between 400 and 600 BC.  They built many shrines 

and statues, called moai, from stones quarried throughout the island including 
a volcano site. Researchers still question exactly how the large stones were 

moved.  

 On Easter Day 1722, Dutch explorers landed on Easter Island. A civilization 

isolated by 4,000km of Pacific Ocean  was about to meet the outside world for 

the first time in centuries. The strangers were about to find something very 

strange themselves -  an island dotted with hundreds of 
huge stone statues and a society that was not as primitive 

as they expected. The fi rst meeting was an immense clash 
of cultures. (Bloody too: the sailors killed ten natives 

within minutes of landing.) Where had the Islanders 
originally come from? Why and how had they built the 

figures? Modern science is piecing together the story, but 
it  is far too late for the Easter Islanders themselves.  

 

 


