
HILLSIDE SCHOOL 

SUMMER READING LIST 2016 

Grades 5 and 6 

 

 

1) Each student is responsible for reading the Required Book for his grade. Please find the Required 

Book in the box for the corresponding grade. 

2) Each student is responsible for reading two additional books. There are suggested books listed 

here, but students do not need to read specifically those books. The additional books are simply 

suggestions for that grades’ reading level. 

 

STUDENTS ENTERING FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE 

 

REQUIRED: You must read the following: 

Soul Surfer Bethany Hamilton 

She lost her arm in a shark attack and nearly died, but she never lost her faith. In her #1 New 

York Times bestseller, Bethany Hamilton tells the moving story of her triumphant return to 

competitive surfing, which continues to inspire all who hear it.  

 

 

Suggestions for Additional Book Choices: 

 

Knucklehead Jon Sciezka  

How did Jon Scieszka get so funny, anyway? Growing up as one of six brothers was a good 

start, but that was just the beginning. Throw in Catholic school, lots of comic books, lazy 

summers at the lake with time to kill, babysitting misadventures, TV shows, jokes told at 

family dinner, and the result is Knucklehead. Part memoir, part scrapbook, this hilarious trip 

down memory lane provides a unique glimpse into the formation of a creative mind and a 

free spirit. 

 

Because of Mr. Terupt Rob Buyea 

It’s the start of fifth grade for seven kids at Snow Hill School. There’s . . . Jessica, the new 

girl, smart and perceptive, who’s having a hard time fitting in; Alexia, a bully, your friend 

one second, your enemy the next; Peter, class prankster and troublemaker; Luke, the 

brain; Danielle, who never stands up for herself; shy Anna, whose home situation makes her 

an outcast; and Jeffrey, who hates school. 

 

Only Mr. Terupt, their new and energetic teacher, seems to know how to deal with them all. 

He makes the classroom a fun place, even if he doesn’t let them get away with much . . . until 

the snowy winter day when an accident changes everything—and everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind William Kamkwamb (Young Readers’ Edition) 

When fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba's Malawi village was hit by a drought, 

everyone's crops began to fail. Without enough money for food, let alone school, William 

spent his days in the library . . . and figured out how to bring electricity to his village. 

Persevering against the odds, William built a functioning windmill out of junkyard scraps, 

and thus became the local hero who harnessed the wind.  

 

Lyrically told and gloriously illustrated, this story will inspire many as it shows how - even in 

the worst of times - a great idea and a lot of hard work can still rock the world.  

 

The Keeper: The Unguarded Story of Tim Howard Tim Howard (Young Readers’ Edition) 

In this heartwarming and candid memoir, Tim Howard does something he would never do on 

a soccer field: he drops his guard. As fiercely protective about his privacy as he is guarding 

the goal for the US national team and for Everton in the English Premier League, Howard 

opens up for the first time about how a hyperactive kid from New Jersey with Tourette’s 

syndrome defied the odds to become one of the world’s premier goalkeepers. Howard 

managed to keep his condition in check well enough to be drafted by Major League Soccer 

right out of high school. 

 

The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary Laura Shovan 

Laura Shovan's engaging novel is a time capsule of one class's poems during a transformative 

school year. The students grow up and move on in this big-hearted debut about finding your 

voice and making sure others hear it. 

 

Stargirl Jerry Spinelli 

From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, hallways hum 

“Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’s heart with one smile. She sparks a school-spirit 

revolution with one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. Until they are not. Leo 

urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her - normal. 

 

Rules Cynthia Lord 

A heartfelt and witty debut about feeling different and finding acceptance--beyond the rules. 

 

Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have 

a brother with autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying 

to teach David the rules-from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on 

in public"-in order to stop his embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets 

Jason, a paraplegic boy, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own 

shocking behavior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal?. 

 

Paperboy Vince Vawter 

Little Man throws the meanest fastball in town. But talking is a whole different ball game. He 

can barely say a word without stuttering—not even his own name. So when he takes over his 

best friend’s paper route for the month of July, he’s not exactly looking forward to interacting 

with the customers. But it’s the neighborhood junkman, a bully and thief, who stirs up real 

trouble in Little Man’s life. 

 

 

 



Esperanza Rising  Pam Munoz Ryan 

Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always 

have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza 

and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for 

Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of 

acceptance she now faces. When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to 

rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it. 

 

Wonder R.J. Palacio 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from 

going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more 

than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 

extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 New York Times bestseller and included on the 

Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches 

to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in 

a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.  

 

The One and Only Ivan Katherine Applegate 

Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video Arcade, he has 

grown accustomed to humans watching him through the glass walls of his domain. He rarely 

misses his life in the jungle. In fact, he hardly ever thinks about it at all. 

 

Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he’s seen and about his friends Stella, an elderly 

elephant, and Bob, a stray dog. But mostly Ivan thinks about art and how to capture the taste 

of a mango or the sound of leaves with color and a well-placed line. 

 

Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan see their 

home—and his own art—through new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and 

it’s up to Ivan to make it a change for the better. 

 

Out of My Mind Sharon M. Draper 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; 

she can remember every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than 

most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated 

classroom - the very same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she 

cannot tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's 

determined to let everyone know it - somehow. 

 

No Excuses: The True Story of a Congenital Amputee Who Became a Champion in Wrestling 

and in Life Kyle Maynard 

He was born a congenital amputee, his arms ending at his elbows and his legs at his knees. 

But that didn’t stop Kyle Maynard from becoming a champion, on the wrestling mat and in 

his life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Most Important Thing Avi 

Luke sees the ghost of his father but can’t figure out what Dad wants him to do. Paul takes a 

camping trip with the grandfather he’s just met and discovers what lies behind the man’s 

erratic behavior. Ryan has some surprising questions when he interviews his prospective 

stepfather for the job. In a compellingly honest collection of stories, multiple-award-winning 

author Avi introduces seven boys — boys with fathers at home and boys whose fathers have 

left, boys who spend most of their time with their grandfathers and boys who would rather 

spend time with anyone but the men in their lives. By turns heartbreaking, hopeful, and 

funny, the stories show us boys seeking acceptance, guidance, or just someone to look up to. 

Each one shines a different light on the question "What is the most important thing a father 

can do for his son?" 

 

Steve Jobs: Insanely Great Jessie Hartland (Graphic Novel) 

Told through a combination of black-and-white illustrations and handwritten text, this fast-

paced and entertaining biography in graphic format presents the story of the ultimate 

American entrepreneur, the man who brought us Apple Computer, Pixar, Macs, iPods, 

iPhones, and more.  

 

The Rain Wizard Larry Dane Brimner 

In December 1915, San Diego’s leaders claimed the town’s reservoirs were nearly dry. 

Knowing the city would not survive and grow unless it had water, they hired Charles Mallory 

Hatfield, whose skills at making rain were legendary. But when torrents and torrents of rain 

came, disaster struck. Roads were closed, people drowned, and dams burst. The town elders 

blamed Hatfield and refused to pay him. Was Hatfield really a rain wizard, or simply a fraud? 

Renowned author Larry Dane Brimner examines the man and the myth by relying on 

personal recollections from growing up in California, as well as extensive research. Readers 

will be captivated by Hatfield—a man once known as the Frankenstein of the air—and his 

secret rainmaking formulas. Includes author’s note, source notes, and bibliography. 

 

Biosphere 2: Earth Science Under Glass Mary Kay Carson 

In the Arizona desert, scientists conduct studies and experiments aimed to help us better 

understand our environment and what sort of things are happening to it due to climate 

change. The location is Biosphere 2, an immense structure that contains a replica ocean, 

savannah, and rainforest, among other Earth biomes. It’s a unique take on the Scientists in the 

Field mission statement — in this case, the lab is a replica that allows the scientists to 

conduct large-scale experiments that would otherwise be impossible. 

 

Football Genius Tim Green 

Football Genius is an action-packed adventure with gripping suspense, a hero you can really 

root for, and an insider's look at the world of professional football. Perfect for fans of Mike 

Lupica! 


