
HILLSIDE SCHOOL 

SUMMER READING LIST 2016 

Grade 7 

 

 

1) Each student is responsible for reading one of the Required Books for his grade. Please find the 

Required Book choices in the box for the corresponding grade. 

2) Each student is responsible for reading two additional books. There are suggested books listed 

here, but students do not need to read specifically those books. The additional books are simply 

suggestions for that grade’s reading level. 

  

STUDENTS ENTERING SEVENTH GRADE 

 

REQUIRED: Choose ONE of the following 

 

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer John Grisham 

In the small city of Strattenburg there are many lawyers, and thirteen-year-old Theo 

Boone thinks he is one of them, but his inside knowledge of the justice system means trouble 

when a coldblooded killer is about to go free and only Theo can stop him. 

 

The Hunger Games Suzanne Collins 

The nation of Panem, formed from a post-apocalyptic North America, is a country that 

consists of a wealthy Capitol region surrounded by 12 poorer districts. Early in its history, a 

rebellion led by a 13th district against the Capitol resulted in its destruction and the creation 

of an annual televised event known as the Hunger Games. In punishment, and as a reminder 

of the power and grace of the Capitol, each district must yield one boy and one girl between 

the ages of 12 and 18 through a lottery system to participate in the games. The 'tributes' are 

chosen during the annual Reaping and are forced to fight to the death, leaving only one 

survivor to claim victory. 

 

Holes Louis Sacar 

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-

stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since followed generations of Yelnatses. Now 

Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys 

build character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five 

feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. 

 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School Louis Sachar (ESL Recommendation) 

There was a terrible mistake-Wayside School was built with one classroom on top of another, 

thirty stories high! (The builder said he was sorry.) Maybe that’s why all kinds of funny 

things happened at Wayside-especially on the thirteenth floor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Ember Jeanne Du Prau (ESL Recommendation) 

Many hundreds of years ago, the city of Ember was created by the Builders to contain 

everything needed for human survival. It worked…but now the storerooms are almost out of 

food, crops are blighted, corruption is spreading through the city and worst of all—the lights 

are failing. Soon Ember could be engulfed by darkness… 

 

But when two children, Lina and Doon, discover fragments of an ancient parchment, they 

begin to wonder if there could be a way out of Ember. Can they decipher the words from 

long ago and find a new future for everyone? Will the people of Ember listen to them? 

 

 

Suggestions for Additional Book Choices: 

 

Boy Roald Dahl 

In Boy, Roald Dahl recounts his days as a child growing up in England. From his years as a 

prankster at boarding school to his envious position as a chocolate tester for Cadbury's, Roald 

Dahl's boyhood was as full of excitement and the unexpected as are his world-famous, best-

selling books. Packed with anecdotes -- some funny, some painful, all interesting -- this is a 

book that's sure to please. 

 

War Horse Michael Morpurgo 

In 1914, Joey, a beautiful bay-red foal with a distinctive cross on his nose, is sold to the army 

and thrust into the midst of the war on the Western Front. With his officer, he charges toward 

the enemy, witnessing the horror of the battles in France. But even in the desolation of the 

trenches, Joey's courage touches the soldiers around him and he is able to find warmth and 

hope. But his heart aches for Albert, the farmer's son he left behind. Will he ever see his true 

master again?  

 

The Misfits James Howe 

Kids who get called the worst names oftentimes find each other. That's how it was with us. 

Skeezie Tookis and Addie Carle and Joe Bunch and me. We call ourselves the Gang of Five, 

but there are only four of us. We do it to keep people on their toes. Make 'em wonder. Or 

maybe we do it because we figure that there's one more kid out there who's going to need a 

gang to be a part of. A misfit, like us. 

 

Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune Pamela S. Turner 

This epic warrior tale reads like a novel, but this is the true story of the greatest samurai in 

Japanese history.  

 

When Yoshitsune was just a baby, his father went to war with a rival samurai family—and 

lost. His father was killed, his mother captured, and his surviving half-brother banished. 

Yoshitsune was sent away to live in a monastery. Skinny, small, and unskilled in the warrior 

arts, he nevertheless escaped and learned the ways of the samurai. When the time came for 

the Minamoto clan to rise up against their enemies, Yoshitsune answered the call. His daring 

feats and impossible bravery earned him immortality 

 

 

 

 



Booked Kwame Alexander 

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER,  soccer, family, love, 

and friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he 

wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his 

dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, 

a rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.   

This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame Alexander bends and breaks as it 

captures all the thrills and setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup match! 

 

True Legend Mike Lupica 

There's a reason teammates call him "True." Because for basketball phenom Drew Robinson, 

there is nothing more true than his talent on the court. It's the kind that comes along once in a 

generation and is loaded with perks--and with problems. 

 

Heat Mike Lupica 

Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of leading 

his team all the way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared 

to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the 

family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family is his seventeen-yearold brother Carlos. If 

Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the foster-care system—or 

worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who 

asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could 

possibly throw with as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, 

no birth certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world is blown wide 

open, and he discovers that family can come from the most unexpected sources. 

 

Inside Out and Back Again Thanhha Lai 

Inspired by the author's childhood experience of fleeing Vietnam after the Fall of Saigon and 

immigrating to Alabama, this coming-of-age debut novel told in verse has been celebrated for 

its touching child's-eye view of family and immigration. 

 

Alabama Moon Watt Key 

For as long as ten-year-old Moon can remember, he has lived out in the forest in a shelter 

with his father. They keep to themselves, their only contact with other human beings an 

occasional trip to the nearest general store. When Moon's father dies, Moon follows his 

father's last instructions: to travel to Alaska to find others like themselves. But Moon is soon 

caught and entangled in a world he doesn't know or understand, apparent property of the 

government he has been avoiding all his life. As the spirited and resourceful Moon 

encounters constables, jails, institutions, lawyers, true friends, and true enemies, he adapts his 

wilderness survival skills and learns to survive in the outside world, and even, perhaps, make 

his home there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Blackheart’s Legacy: Book 1 of The Odyssey of Jon Sinclair Sally Copus 

What could be more ex citing to a computer-savvy, twenty-first century boy than suddenly 

finding himself aboard a pirate ship…in 1692…sailing out to sea captive? Mysteriously 

abandoned in time by his time-travel capsule, Jon Sinclair is kidnapped and conscripted into 

the crew of a rouge captain, BlackHeart. In her frantic search for Jon, his grandmother, 

disguised as a male galley cook, joins a rival pirate crew on the hunt for BlackHeart. As Jon 

endures hurricanes, sea battles, and gold-lusting pirates diving for treasure, will his final 

reward be to battle his loving grandmother when these pirates face off against each other? 

Can his grandfather, left behind in 2010, intervene to save them from pirates and impending 

death in the 1692 earthquake that will destroy Port Royal? BlackHeart’s Legacy will leave 

tweeners, young teens, and anyone who loves a page-turning adventure breathless and 

waiting for the second book in The Odyssey of Jon Sinclair series by Sally Copus.  

 

The Boy Who Dared Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

In October 1942, seventeen-year-old Helmuth Hubener, imprisoned for distributing anti-Nazi 

leaflets, recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring the truth about 

Hitler and the war to the German people. 

 

George Washington, Spymaster: How the Americans Outspied the British and Won the 

Revolutionary War Thomas B. Allen  

A biography of Revolutionary War general and first President, George Washington focusing 

on his use of spies to gather intelligence that helped the colonies win the war. 

 

Hockey Player for Life Howard Shapiro 

Tom is his hockey team's best player. When he gets invited to be on a all-star team in 

Canada, Tom thinks this is the beginning of his march to the NHL. Tom leaves his hometown 

team and they end up missing the playoffs without him. After playing in 2 tournaments in 

Canada before being unceremoniously cut, Tom returns to his old team and must earn his 

teammates’ and his coach's respect back. He becomes good friends with the team’s worst 

player who teaches Tom what it means to be a hockey player for life! 

 

Iron Thunder: The Battle Between the Monitor and the Merrimac: A Civil War Novel Avi  

Tom’s job as an assistant to Captain John Ericsson, the inventor of the Monitor, makes him a 

target of Confederate spies. 

 

Navigating Early Clare Vanderpool 

At a boarding school in Maine, two boys dealing with loss embark upon a fantastic quest on 

the Appalachian Trail in which the surreal and real collide.  

 

The Teacher’s Funeral: A Comedy in Three Parts Richard Peck  

In rural Indiana in 1904, fifteen-year-old Russell’s dreams of quitting school and joining a 

wheat threshing crew are disrupted when his older sister takes over the teaching at his one-

room schoolhouse after mean, old Myrt Arbuckle “hauls off and dies.” 

 

Truce: The Day the Soldiers Stopped Fighting Jim Murphy  

Describes the Christmas truce that occurred along Western Front trenches in 1914 and 

features quotations from young men on both sides, a timeline, and additional source material. 

 

 



Warriors Don’t Cry Melba Patillo Beals 

In 1957, Melba Pattillo turned sixteen. That was also the year she became a warrior on the 

front lines of a civil rights firestorm. Following the landmark 1954 Supreme Court ruling, 

Brown v. Board of Education, Melba was one of nine teenagers chosen to integrate Little 

Rock’s Central High School. 

 

 

 

 

 


