
HILLSIDE SCHOOL 

SUMMER READING LIST 2016 

Grade 9 

 

 

1) Each student is responsible for reading one of the Required Books for his grade. Please find the 

Required Book choices in the box for the corresponding grade. 

2) Each student is responsible for reading two additional books. There are suggested books listed 

here, but students do not need to read specifically those books. The additional books are simply 

suggestions for that grade’s reading level. 

 

STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE 

 

REQUIRED: You must read ONE of the following: 

 

The Natural Bernard Malamud 

Now an American baseball hero and a winner after a dark period, Roy finds the woman he 

thought he had lost. But he is up against corruptors, seducers, and glory destroyers. And he 

has to win the toughest game of his life. 

 

The Nick Adams Stories Ernest Hemingway 

The Nick Adams stories show a memorable character growing from child to adolescent to 

soldier, veteran, writer, and parent a sequence closely paralleling the events in Hemingway’s 

life. 

 

Old School Tobias Wolff 

The protagonist of Tobias Wolff’s shrewdly—and at times devastatingly—observed first 

novel is a boy at an elite prep school in 1960. He is an outsider who has learned to mimic the 

negligent manner of his more privileged classmates. Like many of them, he wants more than 

anything on earth to become a writer. But to do that he must first learn to tell the truth about 

himself.   

 

Rule of the Bone Russell Banks 

When we first meet him, Chappie is a punked-out teenager living with his mother and 

abusive stepfather in an upstate New York trailer park. During this time, he slips into drugs 

and petty crime. Rejected by his parents, out of school and in trouble with the police, he 

claims for himself a new identity as a permanent outsider; he gets a crossed-bones tattoo on 

his arm, and takes the name “Bone.”  

He finds dangerous refuge with a group of biker-thieves, and then hides in the boarded-up 

summer house of a professor and his wife. He finally settles in an abandoned schoolbus with 

Rose, a child he rescues from a fast-talking pedophile. There Bone meets I-Man, an exiled 

Rastafarian, and together they begin a second adventure that takes the reader from Middle 

America to the ganja-growing mountains of Jamaica. It is an amazing journey of self-

discovery through a world of magic, violence, betrayal and redemption.  

. 

 

 



True Legend Mike Lupica  

There’s a reason teammates call him “True.” Because for basketball phenom Drew Robinson, 

there is nothing more true than his talent on the court. It’s the kind that comes along once in a 

generation and is loaded with perks—and with problems.  

 

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

English literature's first and greatest superhero, Sherlock Holmes still fascinates readers more 

than 100 years after Sir Arthur Conan Doyle created the beloved detective. Though readers 

have good reason to believe Holmes will somehow triumph in all his baffling cases, they still 

delight in watching "the most perfect reasoning and observing machine the world has seen" 

as Dr. Watson calls him use his encyclopedic knowledge and preternatural powers of 

deduction to unearth the truth. 

 

 

Suggestions for Additional Book Choices: 

 

Eleven Seconds Travis Roy 

In this heartfelt testament to the power of love and the strength of the human spirit, Travis 

Roy, who suffered a devastating injury eleven seconds into his first college hockey game, 

reveals how he has managed to cope after the accident and, with the help of family and 

friends, overcome tremendous barriers to begin a new life. 

 

The Golden Compass Philip Pullman 

Here lives an orphaned ward named Lyra Belacqua, whose carefree life among the scholars 

at Oxford's Jordan College is shattered by the arrival of two powerful visitors. First, her 

fearsome uncle, Lord Asriel, appears with evidence of mystery and danger in the far North, 

including photographs of a mysterious celestial phenomenon called Dust and the dim outline 

of a city suspended in the Aurora Borealis that he suspects is part of an alternate universe. He 

leaves Lyra in the care of Mrs. Coulter, an enigmatic scholar and explorer who offers to give 

Lyra the attention her uncle has long refused her. In this multilayered narrative, 

however, nothing is as it seems. Lyra sets out for the top of the world in search of her 

kidnapped playmate, Roger, bearing a rare truth-telling instrument, the alethiometer. All 

around her children are disappearing—victims of so-called "Gobblers"—and being used as 

subjects in terrible experiments that separate humans from their daemons, creatures that 

reflect each person's inner being. And somehow, both Lord Asriel and Mrs. Coulter are 

involved. 

 

Divergent Veronica Roth 

Abnegation (selfless), Erudite (intelligence), Candor (honesty), Amity (peace), or Dauntless 

(brace): where would you fit? Beatrice lives in a society where she must choose either to 

remain with her family’s faction or set off towards independence and her beliefs. And what 

happens when the unity between these factions begins to fall apart? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Color of Water James McBride 

The Color of Water tells the remarkable story of Ruth McBride Jordan, the two good men she 

married, and the 12 good children she raised. Jordan, born Rachel Shilsky, a Polish Jew, 

immigrated to America soon after birth; as an adult she moved to New York City, leaving her 

family and faith behind in Virginia. Jordan met and married a black man, making her 

isolation even more profound. The book is a success story, a testament to one woman's true 

heart, solid values, and indomitable will. Ruth Jordan battled not only racism but also poverty 

to raise her children and, despite being sorely tested, never wavered. In telling her story--

along with her son's--The Color of Water addresses racial identity with compassion, insight, 

and realism. It is, in a word, inspiring, and you will finish it with unalloyed admiration for a 

flawed but remarkable individual. And, perhaps, a little more faith in us all. 

 

Ender’s Game Orson Scott Card  

Andrew "Ender" Wiggin thinks he is playing computer-simulated war games at the Battle 

School; in fact, he is engaged in something far more desperate. Ender is the result of decades 

of genetic experimentation, Earth's attempt to make the military genius that the planet needs 

in its all-out war with an alien enemy. Ender Wiggin is six years old when his training 

begins. He will grow up fast. Ender's two older siblings, Peter and Valentine, are every bit as 

unusual as he is, but in very different ways. Between the three of them lie the abilities to 

remake a world-if the world survives. 

 

Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-year-old GI Ryan Smithson 

Ryan Smithson experienced the events of 9/11 while in high school and he responded by 

enlisting in the Army Reserve after graduation. While on deployment to Iraq, Smithson 

worked as an equipment operator in an equipment platoon, and while mortar fire was a 

regular occurrence, the missions he describes were all about bulldozing berms, filling craters 

created by IEDs, and convoying lumber. His unexpected warm welcome by the Iraqi children 

help him to understand the purpose of the war. Smithson’s return home includes his almost 

magical escape from night terrors, and his work with children in his own hometown. 

 

iBoy Kevin Brooks 

Sixteen-year-old Tom Harvey was an ordinary Londoner until an attack that caused 

fragments of an iPhone to be embedded in his brain, giving him incredible knowledge and 

power, but using that power against the gang that attacked him and a friend could have 

deadly consequences. 

 

Moneyball Michael Lewis 

Billy Beane, the Oakland A’s general manager, is leading a revolution. Reinventing his team 

on a budget, he needs to outsmart the richer teams. He signs undervalued players whom the 

scouts consider flawed but who have a knack for getting on base, scoring runs, and winning 

games. 

 

Trapped Michael Northrop 

Seven high school students are stranded at their New England high school during a week-

long blizzard that shuts down the power and heat, freezes the pipes, and leaves them 

wondering if they will survive. 

 

 

 



Twisted Laurie Halse Anderson  

After finally getting noticed by someone other than school bullies and his ever-angry father, 

seventeen-year-old Tyler enjoys his tough new reputation and the attention of popular girls, 

but when life starts to go bad again, he must choose between transforming himself or giving 

into his destruction thoughts. 


