
EIGHTH GRADE | HILLSIDE SCHOOL  
SUMMER READING LIST 2025 

 
1) Each student is responsible for reading the required book for his grade, listed below.  
 
2) Choose one activity from the suggested list to complete for the required book. Bring this with you 
on the first day of school! 
 
3) We have listed other suggested readings that students might enjoy! 
 

REQUIRED READING: The Outsiders S.E. Hinton *  
 
The struggle of three brothers to stay together after their parents’ death and their quest for 
identity among the conflicting values of their adolescent society. 
 

 
 
Reading Activities: Choose ONE activity from this list to complete for the required book. 
 
1. Character Interview: Write a list of interview questions for a character in the book, then answer 
them as if you were that character. 
 
2. Book Review: Write a review of the book, including a summary, your favorite part, and whether 
you would recommend it to others. 
 
3. Comic Strip: Create a comic strip that illustrates a key scene or series of events from the book. 
 
4. Letter to the Author: Write a letter to the author explaining what you enjoyed about the book 
and asking any questions you have. 
 
5. Timeline Creation: Create a timeline of the major events in the book, illustrating each event with 
a picture or description. 
 
Suggestions for Additional Book Choices:  
 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by: Douglas Adams *  

Seconds before Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is 
plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The 
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. Together, this dynamic pair begin a journey through space 
aided by a galaxy full of fellow travelers.  

 
 
 



The Hunger Games by: Suzanne Collins *  
In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual 
televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against 
one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes 
her younger sister's place.  

 
Million Dollar Throw by: Mike Lupica *  

Eighth-grade star quarterback Nate Brodie's family is feeling the stress of the troubled 
economy and Nate is frantic because his best friend Abby is going blind. When Nate gets a 
chance to win a million dollars if he can complete a pass during the halftime of a New 
England Patriot's game, he is nearly overwhelmed by the pressure to succeed.  

 
*You may enjoy other books by this author or other books in this series  
 
 


