
NINTH GRADE | HILLSIDE SCHOOL  
SUMMER READING LIST 2025 

 
1) Each student is responsible for reading the required book for his grade, listed below.  
 
2) Choose one activity from the suggested list to complete for the required book. Bring this with you 
on the first day of school! 
 
3) We have listed other suggested readings that students might enjoy! 
 

REQUIRED READING: 10 Arguments for Deleting Your Social Media Accounts Right Now 
By: Jaron Lanier 
  
You might have trouble imagining life without your social media accounts, but virtual reality 
pioneer Jaron Lanier insists that we’re better off without them. In Ten Arguments for Deleting 
Your Social Media Accounts Right Now, Lanier, who participates in no social media, offers 
powerful and personal reasons for all of us to leave these dangerous online platforms. 
 
Lanier’s reasons for freeing ourselves from social media’s poisonous grip include its tendency to 
bring out the worst in us, to make politics terrifying, to trick us with illusions of popularity and 
success, to twist our relationship with the truth, to disconnect us from other people even as we 
are more “connected” than ever, to rob us of our free will with relentless targeted ads. How can 
we remain autonomous in a world where we are under continual surveillance and are constantly 
being prodded by algorithms run by some of the richest corporations in history that have no way 
of making money other than being paid to manipulate our behavior? How could the benefits of 
social media possibly outweigh the catastrophic losses to our personal dignity, happiness, and 
freedom? Lanier remains a tech optimist, so while demonstrating the evil that rules social media 
business models today, he also envisions a humanistic setting for social networking that can 
direct us toward a richer and fuller way of living and connecting with our world. 

 
 
Reading Activities: Choose ONE activity from this list to complete for the required book. 
 
1. Character Interview: Write a list of interview questions for a character in the book, then answer 
them as if you were that character. 
 
2. Book Review: Write a review of the book, including a summary, your favorite part, and whether 
you would recommend it to others. 
 
3. Comic Strip: Create a comic strip that illustrates a key scene or series of events from the book. 
 
4. Letter to the Author: Write a letter to the author explaining what you enjoyed about the book 
and asking any questions you have. 



 
5. Timeline Creation: Create a timeline of the major events in the book, illustrating each event with 
a picture or description. 
 
Suggestions for Additional Book Choices:  
 
Almost, Maine by: John Cariani 

Welcome to Almost, Maine, a place that’s so far north, it’s almost not in the United States. It’s 
almost in Canada. And it’s not quite a town, because its residents never got around to getting 
organized. So it almost doesn’t exist. One cold, clear, winter night, as the northern lights 
hover in the star-filled sky above, the residents of Almost, Maine, find themselves falling in 
and out of love in unexpected and hilarious ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are broken. But 
the bruises heal, and the hearts mend—almost—in this delightful midwinter night’s dream. 
 
“ALMOST, MAINE is a series of nine amiably absurdist vignettes about love, with a touch of 
good-natured magic realism…witty, romantic, unsentimental. A beautifully structured play, 
with nifty surprise endings (most but not all of them happy).” —The New York Times. 

 
Hatchet by: Gary Paulsen 

Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson, haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s infidelity, 
is traveling by single-engine plane to visit his father for the first time since the divorce. 
When the plane crashes, killing the pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is alone in the 
Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet 
his mother had given him as a present. 

 
At first consumed by despair and self-pity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how to make 
a shelter for himself, how to hunt and fish and forage for food, how to make a fire—and even 
finds the courage to start over from scratch when a tornado ravages his campsite. When 
Brian is finally rescued after fifty-four days in the wild, he emerges from his ordeal with new 
patience and maturity, and a greater understanding of himself and his parents. 

 
Casualties of Privilege: Essays on Prep Schools’ Hidden Culture by: Louis M. Crosier 

Drinking, drugs, and sex; friendship, trust, and loyalty -- the other side of the prep school 
experience is presented with stark candor by recent graduates of the nation's most 
prestigious preparatory schools. These revealing, often startling essays set the stage for 
honest discussion of the boarding school's responsibility to the student's emotional and 
moral education. 

 


