
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We hope you’re all enjoying the start of summer! As we prepare for next school year, we want to 
make sure each student starts on the right foot. Hillside School recently acquired access to IXL, a 
leading platform to help students practice skills in Mathematics and English Language Arts.  

Beginning June 9 through August 15, we’ll be using IXL’s Mathematics Screener to assess your 
child’s math skills at the end of the academic year. While some of our students have used IXL 
previously, many of our students may be new to this platform. Below is everything you need to 
know about the Mathematics Screener and how students can log into IXL. 

 
What Is the Mathematics Screener and Why Does This Matter?​
The Mathematics Screener is an adaptive assessment built into IXL that takes 30 minutes to 
complete. Rather than a “pass/fail” test, it asks students a handful of questions in each topic and 
adjusts to their level in real time. By the end, it pinpoints exactly where they are in relation to 
their grade level.​
 
We’re using this as a “snapshot” (June 9–August 15) to help ensure each student’s placement in 
the proper class next fall. While your child has already taken mathematics courses at Hillside, 
this diagnostic will help ensure their knowledge is able to play a part.  
 
Once the window closes on August 15, 2025, IXL will freeze their levels, giving us a fixed 
reference point for placement. It shows us where your child excels and where they might need a 
bit of reinforcement.  
 
Please note that we are asking for your child to complete the Mathematics Screener on their 
own with no assistance from other individuals or tools (such as calculators or AI softwares). 
They may use translators as necessary. Completing it on their own gives us a better picture of 
their current skill levels.  

 

How to Get Started 

1.​ Log In: Your child should navigate to www.ixl.com/signin/hillsideschools and then 
utilize the Sign in with Google link. They will need to sign in with their Hillside School 
account. If your child is unable to log in with their Google account, please have them 
email Mr. Barker (jbarker@hillsideschool.net) for assistance.​
 

http://www.ixl.com/signin/hillsideschools
mailto:jbarker@hillsideschool.net


2.​ Start the Mathematics Screener: Once logged in, click “Start my Screener” on the right 
hand side of the screen.​
 

3.​ Answer Questions: The Mathematics Screener will run for 20-30 minutes and tests their 
knowledge of their grade level from this past academic year.​
 

4.​ Completing the Mathematics Screener: Once the Mathematics Screener is completed, 
“You’ve completed your Math Screener” will appear on the screen.​
 

5.​ End of the Assessment Period: On August 15 at 11:59 p.m. EDT, the Mathematics 
Screener will automatically close. We’ll then pull reports and finalize placement 
decisions based on those frozen levels. 

 

Tips for a Smooth Summer Using IXL 

●​ Complete the Mathematics Screener in one sitting. This helps capture your student’s 
knowledge level more accurately. 

●​ Looking for practice for your student? They can log in and practice skills through the 
Summer Practice Class they have been enrolled in. This is optional.  

●​ Want personalized skills to work on? They can click on Assessment at the top of the 
screen and then Step Into the Arena and complete questions to determine their current 
skill levels and receive personalized recommended skills to practice. 

 

Questions?​
If you have any trouble with login details, questions, or simply want to better understand how 
IXL works, please reach out to me (Mr. Barker, jbarker@hillsideschool.net) or your child’s math 
teacher. 

Thank you for partnering with us as we help your student find their ideal placement next year. A 
little work now will pay dividends in September when your child walks into the classroom 
confident, capable, and ready to learn. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

Sincerely, 

The Hillside School Mathematics Department 
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